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DI\A clears Cornelius Dupree from 30 years

in Texas jail
A man in the US state of Texas has had his robbery conviction overturned after serving 30

years in jait - longer than anyone in Texas cleared by DNA-

Cornelius Dupree Jr was jailed from 1979 to 20i0 as part of a75-year sentence for aggravated

robbery with a deadly weapon.

The 5l-year-old was freed on parole in July 2010. DNAtest results proved his innocence

roughly one week later.A judge has now offrcially overturned Mr. Dupree's conviction. 
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"It's a joy to be free again," Mr. Dupree said outside the Dallas County courtroom.

N{r. Dupree told the CNN network he had "mixed emotions" about the hearing considering how

long he had been in jail."I must admit there is a bit of anger but there is also joy, and the joy

overrides the anger," he added.

Mr. Dupree was charged in 1979 with being one of two men who raped and robbed a26-year-old

woman. He receive d a 7 5-year sentence for robbery but was never tried on the rape charge.

Mr. Dupree and Anthony Massingill, who was also convicted for the crime, were identified by

the victim following the-event. Missingill, who is also serving time for a separate rape charge, is

expected to have hii conviction related to the 1979 crime cleared as well, according to the

Innocence Project, a public policy organization.

Mr. Dupree served more years in prison than anyone who has been freed by DNA evidence

in Texas.The state has exonerated 41 wrongly convicted inmates through the use of DNA

since 2001 - more than any other US state.

Only two other individuals cleared by DNA evidence anlnvhere in the US have spent more time

in prison, the Irrnocence Project said. One man in the state of Florida spent 35 years in prison,

while another inmate spent 31 years in a Tennessee jail'


